
The View from the Top -  Debbie & Larry Starkey, Chapter Directors 

Recently Debbie and I had a conversation with some 

fellow Goldwing members.   As we spoke about all of 

the things we needed to do, one person mentioned the 

phrase ñIt just takes a minuteò and then proceeded to 

tell us an interesting story. 

Many of us tend to underestimate the amount of time 

or effort required to perform a task, even a simple one. 

Often times, a task that we think will only take a min-

ute, really takes five, ten, fifteen, or even thirty min-

utes. The result when considering a single task, may 

not be that extreme. However, when multiplied by 

five, ten, or even more tasks, we can easily find our-

selves hopelessly behind... always trying to ñCatch 

Upò. Even worse than being behind can be dealing with the resulting stress and feeling 

of pressure.  

Most of us strive to lead a balanced life. We spend time at work, we spend time with 

family, we spend time with friends, we spend time tinkering with our hobbies, we spend 

time relaxing, and we spend time sleeping. Most of us openly state that ñFamily is the 

most importantò. Further, because our GWRRA friends become so close, they essen-

tially become family too. This can create quite a demand on your time.    

Regardless of how you spend your time, we are all bound by the same limit of time. 

After all, there are only Twenty-Four hours in a day. Try as we wish, we canôt create 

any more.    

So, what is the solution? There might be several. But, here are a few suggestions:    

1) Do What You Can - Your GWRRA friends are exactly that, friends. They will appre-

ciate you and your participation at any level: whether you can participate a lot... or if 

you can only participate a little. Donôt feel pressured or guilty because you use your 

time for another ñPriorityò task.  

 2) Start Early - Avoid waiting to the last minute to begin working on a project or pre-

paring for an event. (Oops, Iôm guilty too.)  

 3) Ask for Help - Sometimes those around you (family, friends) donôt realize that you 

could use a hand. If they just knew, they might be willing and able to assist you in 

knocking off a couple of those ñIt just takes a minuteò tasks.  

 4) Focus on the Important Tasks - Some things are important, others are not. Recogniz-

ing what needs to be done... and why, may shorten your list.  

 Why are we  bringing this all up? Well, we hope that we will see as many of you at as 

many functions that your can handle this year. We are hoping that you and others 

in Chapter "Z"  will be actively participating and having fun as much as you possibly 

can.  But, if you canôt make it, or you can't do, we understand... itôs OK. Weôll look 

forward to seeing as many of our Chapter family at another event or function in the fu-

ture!  

 Ride Safe and Have Fun  

Larry and Debbie  

May 2010 
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Mothers Day 

M... is for the million things she gave me  

O... means only that she is growing old  

Té is for the tears she shed to save me 

Hé is for her heart of purest gold 

Eé is for her eyes, with love-light shining  

Ré means right, and right sheôll always be 

*There are 84 million MOMS in the US  

*Mothers day is the busiest day of the year for restaurants, and the third largest card -sending holiday  

*August is the most popular month in which to have a baby  

*There are more phone calls made on mothers day than any other day of the year  

*The number of people calling mom on mothers day has declined due to emails and other electronic means of com-

munication  
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DD Review -  Bill and Rene Johnson, District Directors 

 Hey gang, can you believe its May already and there are just a few more days left until the Region ñFunò Rally? If 
you havenôt done so already, now is the time to get your reservations and registrations completed soon to ensure you 

get the great room rates they have arranged for us. Since this year itôs being held in California, I hope we can set a 

new record for attendance. As always there will be a lot of cool things to do, but I wanted to point out some important 

things you should take advantage of.  

 

 First off, there will be a 2nd round of Officer Certification Program (OCP) classes being taught on Thursday 

and 1/2 day on Friday (May 27-28), so if if you werenôt able to take the initial training that was taught back in Febru-

ary, please take advantage of this one. Secondly, on Friday - May 28th (9:00 AM - 5:00 PM) there will be a Rider Ed 

Seminar Presenter Certification class for those of you that want to be able to hold Road Captain & Co-Rider Semi-

narôs in the future. Finally, on Saturday - May 29th (12:30 PM - 5:00 PM) there will be a Parking Lot Practice Facili-

tator class for those of you wishing to host future PLPôs for your chapter. These are now required by GWRRA to en-

sure we all hold standard PLP sessions. These are important for Chapter Educators to consider, but are open for eve-

ryone on a ñfirst come - first serveò basis, so register early to ensure a seat.  

 

 OK, now for our ñParty on the Mountainò. Yep, this year our California District Rally will be held in the 

beautiful resort community of Mammoth Lakes, CA. ñThe Village Lodgeò provides the ultimate mountain paradise 

where you can enjoy all the rally, rides and vendors during your stay. The rooms are all fully loaded with everything 

you could ever want for your ñVacationò (full kitchen, refrigerator, oven, dishes, toaster, etc.) the only thing missing 

is ñYouò. We have arranged for the incredible room rates to be available from September 1st through the 8th for those 

of you wishing to take advantage of everything they have to offer, and I have noticed a lot of you are doing just that - 

me too. The riding country is of the best California has to offer, but for those of you looking for something different 

they also have 2 great golf courses, some of the best trout fishing in the world (including at the hotel), nightly enter-

tainment, and plenty of Retail Therapy (RT) to satisfy your every need. For those of you that need any advanced retail 

therapy training, Rene has a RT-PHD  and will be happy to help you shop.  

 

 The ñVillage Resortò is going out of their way to ensure we have a great time. To show their appreciation for 

us holding our convention there, one lucky winner will be chosen from all reservations made on or before June 1st, 

2010 to will receive one free nightôs room lodging. This is available for the one, two, and three bedroom units, but 

only one name will be chosen for the ñone free nightò. So please call 1-(800) MAMMOTH to get your rooms re-

served today.  

 

 The Rally itself will offer the usual Fun and Training opportunities you have grown to love to include a 

$1,000 Grand Prize, Chapter Games, Best Dressed Competition, Bingo, and daily 50/25/25 drawings. We really need 

everyone to send in your District Rally Registrations as soon as possible, so to help encourage you to do so, every 

registration received by August 1st, 2010 will be entered for a chance to win a $500.00 gift certificate provided by 

Wing Bling Corporation (http://www.mywingbling.com/). So what are you waiting for? 

 

 Please visit our California District Web page at www.gwrra-ca.org for everything you would ever want to 

know about our California District Rally including a little video of some of the things Mammoth has to offer. You 

can also download all Chapter, District, and Region Rally registrations, newsletters, and we will soon be posting the 

District Rally schedule so you can make your vacation plans early.  

 

Bill & Rene Johnson 

GWRRA - California District Directors 

ñHang on - weôre going for a rideò 
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