
The View from the Top -  Debbie & Larry Starkey, Chapter Directors 

Welcome to Chapter CA1Z. A wonderful 

group of people who just happen to ride motor-

cycles. We are part of the Gold Wing Road 

Riders Association ( GWRRA ) located in the 

beautiful hills of Temecula, CA. Scattered 

throughout California are 25 of the finest 

GWRRA Chapters, each filled with fun loving 

individuals sharing a common bond, a love of 

riding their motorcycles and dedicated to our 

motto of "Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowl-

edge".  

 

GWRRA is the world's largest single marquee social organization for owners 

and riders of Honda Gold Wings and Valkyrie motorcycles - and some would 

say, the largest family. Founded in 1977, GWRRA has grown to over 80,000 

members in 53 countries. Over 800 active Chapters are managed by over 4,000 

volunteer leaders working with members to foster safe, enjoyable riding while 

also working to improve the public image of motorcycling. 

 

We frequently ride to some of the most interesting places imaginable, while 

taking care of each other during those rides. We go on rides through twisty 

mountain roads as well as  highway rides to other destinations throughout Cali-

fornia, Arizona, Nevada and beyond, all the time taking care of each and every 

rider. 

 

Maybe you're just getting into motorcycle touring, or just getting back to it after 

many years' absence. You've been on short distance rides around town  and now 

want to ride cross-state or cross country. CA1Z is where to be with riders like 

you, friends you can ride with.  

 

Come and join us at our regular Chapter Gathering on the first Saturday of each 

month at the Hometown Buffet located at 40390 Margarita Road   Breakfast is 

at 8:00 a.m., followed by our Gathering at 9:00 a.m. So, on behalf of the offi-

cers, staff and members of our Chapter, we welcome you to come for a visit and 

discover how much fun and camaraderie you can enjoy as part of  the ñZò  

family.  

 

Larry and Debbie Starkey 

Chapter Director 

January 2010 
 

Whatõs Inside 

GWRRA CA1ï Officers 

& Staff 

2 

Hammers Quest 3 

The Front of the Herd 4 

Bobby with an I 5 

Christmas Joy 5 

From the Heart 6 

Tails from the Garage 7 

Membership News 7 

Welcome Region ñFòun 8 

Building Relationships 

in 2010 

10 

Friends for Fun, Safety,  
& Knowledge 

GWRRA Region F, California District 

 

 The Zebra Express  
GWRRA CA1Z - Temecula, CA 

Because Itõs All About the Stripes! 

Volume 1 
Issue 1 



Chapter Directors Larry & Debbie Starkey 1-951-757-6540 ldstarkey@yahoo.com 

Assistant Chapter Directors Mark & Kelley Gifford 1-951-785-9636 gthegiffs@aol.com 

Assistant Chapter Directors John & Linda Boman 1-951-440-0657 jdboman@yahoo.com 

Chapter Educator Danny Merritt 1-951-285-3957 dmerritt65@ca.rr.com 

Assistant Chapter  Educators Steve & Jeannie Mason 1-909-289-9114 snjmason@ca.rr.com 

Treasurer Ginger Merritt 1-951-285-3597 gmerritt2427@ca.rr.com 

Secretary Donna Dolan 1-951-676-1831 dldandpgd@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor Ginger Merritt 1-951-285-3597 gmerritt2427@ca.rr.com 

Membership Coordinator Don Wilson 1-760-749-4108 don.wilson@cox.net 

Webmaster John Boman 1-951-440-0657 jdboman@yahoo.com 

Assistant Webmaster Bob Sutherland 1-951-506-4666 bobsutherland1@msn.com 

Media Coordinator Pat Dolam 1-951-202-1775 dldandpgd@verizon.net 

Charity Coordinator Karen & Andy Wales 1-951-600-8931 andy.wales@verizon.net 

Assistant  Charity Coordinator Karen McNally 1-951-698-7026 bobmcnally@verizon.net 

Public Relations Vincent & Pamela Puterbaugh 1-951-453-6000 Pamela.nihe@gmail.com 

Chapter CA1-Z Officers and Staff 
Chapter CA1Z - Temecula, CA - www.ca1-z.org 

Gifts 50/25/25 Roy & Carol Burleson 1-951-791-1977 NA 

Sign-inðGreater Sally Ritschel 1-951-677-1260 jar.slr@verizon.net 

Sunshine Coordinator Suzy Hoeynck 1-951-699-5341 suzyh08@hotmail.com 

Chapter Store Becky Brodeen 1-951-587-6317 nautilisman@yahoo.com 

Chapter Trainers David & Sandra Owens 1-951-926-4248 wingandacave@airenetworks.com 

 John & Joan Garrett 1-951-679-4987 jngarrett@verizon.net 

 Larry & CJ Benoit 1-951-927-6530 blessedalways@verizon.net 

Ride Coordinators Jerry Ritschel 1-951-677-1260 jar.slr@verizon.net 

 Ralph Stoute 1-951-678-2913 ralphstoute@verizon.net 

 Larry Scott 1-951-926-8508 goldwingman55@aol.com 

Chapter Couple (COY)    

Chapter Individual (IOY)    

Phone Tree Coordinator Kelly Gifford 1-951-785-9636 gthegiffs@aol.com 

Phone Tree Branches Sally Ritschel 1-951-677-1260 jar.slr@verizon.net 

 Suzy Hoeynck 1-951-699-5341 suzy08@hotmail.com 

 Carol Burleson 1-951-791-1977 NA 

 Jean Wilson 1-760-749-4108 don.wilson@cox.net 

    

Page 2 



Executive Director Melissa Eason 1-800-843-9460  ext 212 meason@gwrra.org 

Education Director Mike & Lori Stiger 1-517-769-4824  

Region Director Anita & JR Alkire 1-619-741-8893 jralkire@cox.net 

Assistant Directors Larry & Donna Pickens 1-661-726-5145 res0r1sy@verizon.net 

Education Director Ace & Penny Peterson 1-970-570-5027 acenpenny@bresnan.net 

District Director Bill & Rene Johnson 1-707-429-2920 bill.johnson.gwrra@gmail.com 

Assistant Directors No. Nick & Terri Riolo 1-209-462-6122 Sheriff.riolo@gmail.com 

Assistant  Directors So. Vincent & Pamela Puterbaugh 1-951-453-6000 vincentputerbaugh@gmail.com 

pamputerbaugh@gmail.com 

District Educator Dennis & Julia Kunter 1-209-736-4564 djkunter@sbcglobal.net 

Couple of the Year Bob & Su-lin Sutherland-CA1Z 1-951-506-4666 bobsutherland1@msn.com 

Individual of the Year Hammer Willingham-CA1Q 1-562-254-8853 Leonard_willingham@sbcglobal.net 

GWRRA Nationalñwww.gwrra.org  

GWRRA Region F  

GWRRA CA Districtñwww.gwrra -ca.org 

GWRRA Officers and Staff 
Chapter CA1Z - Temecula, CA 

HAMMERõS QUEST - Hammer, District IOY  

First off, I would like to thank Chapter CA-1Q for opening their hearts to me in 2007, when I first dropped in on them.  

Once all the introductions were done, they encouraged me to become involved with everything and everyone.  On Octo-

ber 2008, I was honored by the chapter to become the 2009 Chapter Individual of the Year.  With all of their support 

leading up to District Rally and on the night of the competition in Bakersfield, I was named District Individual of the 

Year.  Chapter Q, you are the GREATEST group of motorcycle riders Iôve ever ridden with.  Thank-you, Thank-you! 

 

Now for the State of California, I start my ñQuest for Region Individual of the Yearò!  I plan to visit as many chapter as I 

can, talking about the Individual of the Year program and GWRRA, Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge.  I would 

like to keep all of you informed on my Quest, since I will be representing all the California Chapters and would love to 

represent all of Region F!!  

 

I started the Quest at the October 18th Ride for Kids, helping escort over 100 motorcycles.  For the fun part, I danced and 

waved the groups through the intersections!  On November 14th I visited CA-1F, the on the 21st it was CA-1S where I 

even won a door prize!  I finished November with a visit to CA-1K on the 28th, were Ken Freeland asked if I would help 

at the GWRRA booth for the Long Beach International Bike Show, in my Gold Angel uniform. 

 

December 6th I was at CA-1Iôs meeting were Anita awarded me with my new District Individual of the Year vest, which 

I wear proudly for all of California. Then it was off to the Long Beach Bike Show for the weekend.  December 11th I 

made the drive out to Mesa Arizona so I could attend chapter AZ-Dôs meeting.  After the meeting I went on a ride to a 

Wing-er Christmas Party and met some of the AZ motorcycle drill team.  I am having a great time riding to all these 

places and enjoy talking to new friends.  What a Family we have with GWRRA. 

 

Youôre District Individual of the Year, Hammer 

Page 3 



The Front of the Herd -  Larry and Debbie Starkey, Chapter Directors  

Before we go too far into our article Debbie and I want to thank Vince and Pam for the best 2 years of our 

life.  We have never had so much fun as we have had with you guys.  We cannot count the endless days and 

nights of laughter, the miles that we have traveled and most of all the extended family value that you both 

have brought to our lives.  Thank you again for the best 2 years. 

  

  

With all that said...it does not seem possible that 2010 could be here. It seems yesterday the buzz was all 

about Y2K and would these things called computers even work.   It just seems like yesterday that Debbie 

and I accepted our new adventure as Assistant Chapter Directors.  Now with 2010 upon us we are stepping 

up as Chapter Directors.  My goodness what did we do?  Well I guess we can start narrowing down the ob-

vious computers do work; they are and will be a valuable tool for us to communicate, to learn and to enter-

tain ourselves. 

  

One thing the computer cannot do, however, is replace good old fashion person-to-person contact.  Some-

times in an effort to communicate we forget how to communicate.  We forget the look on people's faces 

when they hear good news for the first time, in person.  Their immediate step into action when bad news 

arrives and one our own needs us.  We have always been amazed by the quality of people that are attracted 

to our family of motorcycling. 

  

When we think about communication and how it affects our chapter it inspired us to think about our staff 

first.  Our success is directly linked to that of our staff and how well they perform at their positions.  We 

cannot succeed without the help of those around us. 

  

When we think more about the chapter and where we spend our time whether it is riding, camping, eating, 

sightseeing or just having a great time the chapter has to be inspired and enjoying themselves in order for us 

to succeed.  As Officers of CA1-Z it is our responsibility to do our best to inspire and make things as enjoy-

able and fun as we can.  That is what we intend to do.   

  

So here is our resolution for 2010.  We are going to do the best job we can of recognizing everyone that 

helps bring success to our family.  Which leads us to talk about our staff, we know without a doubt that our 

staff is inspired and they are having fun.  There is no other way to say this but you all are phenomenal.  You 

already are giving freely of your talents, time and caring to make all that we do a good time.  If that isn't 

being inspired, we are not sure what is.  Letôs start 2010 off  by going out and donning our chapter colors, 

showing up as a chapter family to those Rallyôs and Chapter Gatherings and showing those other chapters 

that the ZZZZZ are in the house! 

  

2009 was a great year, but 2010 will be just as great, if not better, because you will be there to share it with 

Debbie and I.  HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL! 

  

Larry and Debbie Starkey 

Chapter Directors 
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Bobby with an I  -  Bob and Su-lin Sutherland, District COY 

One more articleò the Princess stated, just one more for me, and youôll be done and feel better for it. That 

was last month. This month, ñBubblesò (aka Ginger) has pleaded for the out going COY to sorta like make 

a ñcontributionò to her news letter. Now were considered nothing more then ñfillersò. Thatôs ok bubbles, we 

are here to help. 

  

Having just finished up with the last chapter event for the year we say good-by to those couples Sue and I 

both brought into; and, kept when we took over the reins 4 years ago. There is however one couple that still 

will remain connected to the staff. The Dolanôs. Pat 

and Donna refuse to step aside. Hell gang Donna is the only one who can keep the CDôs informed and Pat, 

well what can we say. Heôs up front with everyone and he has ALL THE PICTURES!! Besides heôs the 

only chocolate addict the chapter has. You can always find Pat. Just look for the guy tapping his foot, look-

ing at you and pointing at his ñWATCHò. 

  

The Puterbaughôs, Herodôs, Hoeynckôs, Starkeyôs, Masons, Garrettôs, Giffordôs, Merrittôs, Christensonôs, 

are but a few of the couples that have stepped up to the plate to lead and guide this chapter to the level it is 

today. Yes there were other couples and I profoundly apologize to those couples that I have not men-

tionedéé having my PJôs returned at a chapter gathering might say it all. Memory folks itôs all about 

Moremy.            Cont. Pg 6 

Christmas JoyñKaren Mc Nally, Assistant Charity Coordinator  

Thanks to the generosity of Chapter Z members this year there was $1,208 to spend on needy children for Christ-

mas. Our bake sale was very successful; as anyone knows that attended our December meeting.  The couples bunko 

group donated their monies from end of the year prize money; then add the $82 that was collected at the November 

meeting, and you see how generous all of you were this year.   It was decided at the November board meeting; to just 

provide for children this year instead of picking just one family.  This year we purchased toys and clothes for eleven 

different children.  Since the Salvation Army also mentioned that gift cards were appreciated, to give to older children 

that do not seem to get chosen, a few gift cards were purchased.  We chose three different families whose names were 

given to Vince and Pam.  Between these three families there were eight children.  Then three more children were 

picked from the Angel Tree at the Promenade Mall.   Three boys were chosen: one was ten years old and two were 

twelve years old.  When the gifts were delivered they were very much appreciated.  I am sure everyone knows that this 

was a tough year for many families and they had over 600 families asking for help.   I was pleased that our association 

was able to provide for so many children. 

  

The Chapter Z members were also very generous providing food for the Pantry in Temecula for Thanksgiving.  Margie 

Hammersley, director of the Temecula Community Pantry, told me that this has been a very tough year; more people 

than food.  The Pantry had opened at 8:00 and Marge said when she got there at 7:30 the line was already forming and 

it had been steady all morning.  When I arrived at 12:30 to drop off the food there were still approximately 100 people 

waiting in line to receive a bag of groceries.  In December we had more donations and this food was taken to the Pantry 

in Murrieta. They were also very appreciative by our generosity. 

  

This has been a tough year for many families and we members of Chapter Z should be proud of ourselves for our car-

ing and generosity. 

  
Karen McNally 

Assistant Charity Coordinator  
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From the Heart  -  Mark and Kelly Gifford, Chapter ACDõs 

Happy 2010 everyone!!! Hope that the Holidayôs left each of you with wonderful memories. I donôt know 

about you, but I have to say WHERE DID 2009 GO??? 

 

So now for Chapter Z itôs out with the OLD and in with the NEW!! (Sorry Vincent & Pam, itôs just a say-

ing) Mark and I first want to say THANK YOU to Larry and Debbie for asking us (Mark first) to be their 

ACDôS. We have some pretty big shoes to fill. We hope with all of our hearts that in the next few years 

Chapter Z will only continue to grow. Chapter Z has become our extended family, and we truly cherish 

each and everyone of you. 

 

Larry & Debbie have some GREAT ideas for the Chapter and we hope that everyone will embrace these 

changes with open arms. We hope that 2010 will be filled with many happy memories and fun riding adven-

tures. 

 

Mark & I look forward to this year and are very proud to be Chapter Zôs new ACDôS 

 

Remember to LOVE LAUGH and RIDE SAFE!!! 

 

~Mark & Kelly~ 

  

Bobby with an I  cont. - Bob and Su-lin Sutherland, District COY 

Today the reins of Chapter ñZò are again being turned over to new leaders. These leaders have accepted these 

positions as COUPLES. They have chosen to accept the responsibility of maintaining the achieved 

ñGreatnessò and now have the ability to take this Chapter to further notoriety.  Not one of these couples 

joined our chapter to take over. They did, however, not turn away when approached and asked to accept addi-

tional responsibility. We now have the weaponry to do it. I mean the northern chapters have their water guns 

and we have our marshmallow shooters. We get ñwetò and they get ñweltsò. Damn welts hurt. 

 

Couples are what make most chapters. One couple can not ñrunò a chapter. It takes the interaction of several 

to make a chapter function. One couple will start to emerge and take center stage. They will display talents 

that the chapter can use to their benefit. It is our job to seek these couples out and reward them for all the ef-

fort they have put in to helping others and promoting the GWRRA spirit. 

 

The next article being written by the new COY for Chapter ñZò will appear in the Feb issue of the news let-

ter. To the new couple, thank you for what you have done and we hope that you 

too will go to the District Rally and compete. Just be yourselves. 

 

Aloha Nui, 

Bob and Su-lin Sutherland 

2009 COY Chap. ñZò 
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