
The View from the Top -  Debbie & Larry Starkey, Chapter Directors 

Hello Chapter Z: 

I was sitting in the Dr. Office with Mom the other day and was reading an article on 

motorcyclists and waving written by a gentleman named Ed.  I had to laugh to myself 

because so many times I feel the same way when Larry waves at everyone.  Being a 

Gold Wing Owner/Co-Rider the majority of the sport bikes donôt wave nor do the 

BMWôs.  It is about 85% of the Harley riders that wave.  Why???  I figure the sport bike 

riders are too afraid to let go of the handlebars and the BMW riders are too uppity.  I 

just enjoy bikes and donôt understand the uniformsé  

Thank you Ed for writing the article, I know now that I am not the only person with 

your feelings. 

 

THE WAVE  

If you are around motorcyclist for any length of time, the topic will eventually turn to 

ñThe Wave.ò  ñThose guys didnôt waveò or ñThose guys waved and I didnôt expect 

them too,ò etc.  Since I seem to have an opinion about most everything else I might as 

well put my two-cents in on this one as well.  Since I have had fellow bikers not return 

my wave, I certainly have an opinion about those who wave and those who donôt.  

 

Let me put it out on the table so everybody knows up front where Iôm at on this issue.  I 

wave to every other motorcyclist I see; Harleys, Gold Wings, cruisers, metrics, stan-

dards, crotch rockets, trikes, motor scooters, and old people with two wheels on their 

walkers, I wave at them all.  

 

When I first started riding in the early 60ôs, there were far fewer motorcyclists than 

there are today.  Man, there were far fewer people than there are today.  In fact, those 

who rode motorcycles were a bit suspect.  If you werenôt actually irresponsible you 

were at least immature.  The slogan, ñYou meet the nicest people on a Hondaò was as 

yet unknown and not believed in any case.  

 

During that period of time, some drivers would tailgate me or cut me off intentionally, 

and a few were just generally hostile.  Then again, that was in the heyday of the Hellôs 

Angels and many of the people who didnôt ride assumed we were all, what later came to 

be called, the one-per centers.  Today, I still have people who cut me off and tailgate me 

but now itôs just because everyone seems to be in such a damned hurry theyôre not pay-

ing attention, not because they donôt like motorcyclist, per se.  Of course, we still have 

some of those also.  

 

For all of those reasons, there seemed to be a closer bond between ñbikersò than there is 

today, and we all waved.  The type of motorcycle never occurred to me and apparently 

never occurred to them.  If you were on two wheels, you had to be willing to put up 

with being odd and, as the old saying goes, misery loves company.  Besides, we shared 

a common obsession, motorcycles. Everybody waved.  
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The Heat is ON, Mark and Kelly Gifford, Chapter ACDõs 

  

I don't know about any of you but I was sure liking the cool weather we were having, in more ways than one.  The thought of run-

ning my air conditioner just make me want to cry,  it puts meaning to when my Dad use to say "I'm seeing money just fly out the 

window".   Oh well we live in California and this is what we get.   

 For those of you who went to Wing-Ding we hope that you had a wonderful time.  One of these years we will be able to go.  For 

now, there is plenty to look forward to.  We will start off September with the District Rally, where we hope that Danny & Ginger 

will be given the honor of GWRRA'S 

District "COUPLE OF THE YEAR".  Good luck you guys!!!   Then, the end of September is Chapter Z's own event.  We hope that 

Chapter Z's members will be able to support both of these wonderful events. 

 Once again we want to say just how proud we are to be members of such a loving and giving Chapter.  Over the past few months we 

had members attend a funeral of one of our own who they never had a chance to meet, while others with a heavy heart not attending 

the funeral made sure that Chapter E had some Zebra's attending their first event.  Tooting our own horn,  WAY TO GO CHAPTER 

Z!!!!!!  

 We hope that you and your loved ones are enjoying the summer. 

 Remember to LOVE, LAUGH & RIDE SAFE 

 ~Mark & Kelly Gifford~ 

Assistant Chapter Directors 
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The View from the Top cont. -  Larry & Debbie Starkey, Chapter  Directors 

 shared a common obsession, motorcycles. Everybody waved.  

 

OK, so I leave the sport for about 20 years and come back into it at a time when motorcycling has become a popular pastime and 

motorcycles now cost more than open-heart surgery. I bought a used BMW, a bike that had a good reputation for quality when I 

left the sport, took a CMSP course, and hit the road; glad to be back in the group.   I pass a fellow biker on the road, he waves, 

and I wave back.  Oh yeah, I remember this.  Later, I pass another biker, I wave first and he returns the wave.  Hey, I love this 

sport.  That wave brought forth the memory of camaraderie, of being part of a smaller group, of sharing an obsession at a time 

when we are becoming an anonymous glob, and I enjoyed that memory.  I liked the wave.  

 

Then, one weekend Iôm up on skyline and I pass a couple of crotch rockets andé.they donôt return the wave.  ñWhat the 

Heck?ò   I pass lots of other bikers and they all wave.  OK, maybe the two guys were busy and couldnôt wave.  I can accept 

that.  Then I pass a couple of Harley guys, no wave.  At first I thought it was an age thing, but the Harley guys looked more my 

age.   I needed to find out what was going on.  

 

I ask one of my motorcycling friends, who is and has been an active rider for many years, and he just laughs, ñYeah, a lot of the 

Harley guys wonôt wave,ò he tells me with a ñ welcome to the real worldò kind of attitude.  He didnôt know about the crotch 

rockets.  

 

ñReally, why is that?ò  

 

ñI donôt really know.  They donôt think itôs cool I guess.ò  

 

A couple of months later, I head out on a 4300 mile trip around the western part of the United States.  I spend most of my time on 

the two-lane back roads and every biker I wave to, waves back.  Everyone, no matter what they were riding.  Harleys, crotch 

rockets, (well actually, there were very few crotch rockets) touring bikes, they all wave.  Apparently, they hadnôt gotten the word 

about coolness.   When I got back into the bay area, I encounter the same old silliness.  Selective waving.   

 

After thinking about this difference, I have come up with the following theory:  Those who ride only on weekends or for show, or 

who have a short history in the sport, may not wave.  They are too concerned with the image they are buying in to.  Those who 

put a lot of miles under their bottom appreciate another true believer and will wave.  I think itôs that simple.  

 

Will I continue to wave while riding around town?  You bet I will!  I generally like people and Iôve seldom met another motorcy-

clist who was unfriendly to me when I talked with them.  I like to laugh, I like to hear others laugh, I enjoy talking to other riders 

about motorcycles, and by Golly, Iôm going to wave at you, no matter what.   

 

If you donôt wave back, I will assume you didnôt see me instead of assuming youôre a poser or a biker with more money than 

manners.   But rest assured, as a fellow motorcyclist if I see you on the road, Iôll wave and if I see you broke down on the side of 

the road, Iôll stop, and if I see you in a gas station, Iôll talk motorcycles with you, and I hope you will do the same for me.  

 

Remember, there are still more of them then us, and there are still some of them that donôt like us. And even if there are more of 

us today than there were 20 years ago, we still need each other. 

 

Chapter Z I hope you enjoyed the story as much as Larry and I did.  Remember to Wave! 

 

Ride Safe, Ride Often and have a great month. 

Larry and Debbie 
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CA1Z ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 
A Dressy Holiday Affair  

Saturday, December 4th  

6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  

 

Wilson Creek Winery  
35960 Rancho California Rd.  
Temecula, CA 92591 

Dinner:  $35/person      $70/couple  

Name_____________________________________________________ 

Please specify Entrée selection  

____ Turkey      ____ Ham 

Dinner Menu: Creekside Salad, Roasted Baby Red Pota-
toes, Green Beans in Almond Champagne Butter, and 
Crème Brulée for dessert. Coffee, Ice tea, Lemonade, and 
Water included.  

CASH BAR serving Wine, Beer, Champagne, and Soda.  

NO ATM ON SITE BRING CASH IF YOU WISH TO PURCHASE 
DRINKS 

Please R.S.V.P. no later than November 17th  
Ginger Merritt    20350 Walnut St. Perris, CA 92570                           

Make checks Payable to GWRRA-CA1Z  
 



GWRRAõs NewsñWhat is the Benefit of belonging to a Chapter  

Many members feel the Chapter is the single most important benefit of belonging to GWRRA and for many reasons, some of 

which are stated below. 

New Friends; Countless new friends with a common interest are made. It provides an opportunity to ride our Gold Wings with 

our friends. 

Safe Riding: Safe riding is promoted to make our riding experience even more enjoyable. Skills and safety techniques are 

learned. 

Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge: You really get an opportunity to live the motto of ñFriends for Fun, Safety and Knowl-

edge.ò 

The best advice that can be offered is to attend a Chapter meeting (sometimes referred to as a ñgatheringò). These meetings 

(normally held monthly) are social events that try to offer something for everyone. New ideas are always welcome! 

You do not ñjoinò a Chapter; you are a Member of GWRRA and a ñparticipantò of a Chapter or Chapters. You can participate in 

as many or as few activities and meetings as you wish! There are no applications or fees needed to participate in a GWRRA 

Chapter. With over 8000 Chapters, when you travel youôre never far from ñhome.ò 

Most Chapters publish a newsletter, usually on a monthly basis. When you attend your first meeting, you will be asked to sign in, 

and then you will be on the distribution list for that Chapterôs newsletter. In it, you will find everything from upcoming rides, to 

recipes, to motorcycle items for sale, to information about other Chaptersô meetings and events. 

Membership News -  Don Wilson, Membership Coordinator 

Another month of 2010 gone-gone-gone!  How much riding have you done? I hate to admit it is far too few miles for me.  I 

guess I have been waiting for the heat of July and August. 

 

Gems for this month 

 

ONLY BIKERS UNDERSTAND WHY DOGS LOVE TO STICK THEIR HEADS OUT CAR WINDOWS. 

NEVER DO LESS THAN 40 MILES BEFORE BREAKFAST. 

YOUNG RIDERS PICK A DESTINATION AND GO.  OLD RIDERS PICK A DIRECTION AND GO. 

 

Remember to report any address and, telephone numbers to me.  Thanks and have a good ride. 

 

Don Wilson 
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WOW!!!-COY, Danny and Ginger Merritt  

WOW!!!      August is here and September is just around the corner. Mammoth here we come; Chapter Zôs heard will 

once again be there.  If you have not signed up for any of the classes and or events please look on the web site and 

get involved. It sounds like there will be lots to do and lots of fun to be found, I know that we are so excited to be 

going. We will do our best to make the chapter proud of their COY this year. We know that we have some wonder-

ful couples from the other chapters to compete against however, it turns out we must remember itôs all about 

ñFriends for Fun Safety and Knowledgeò. Itôs been a great year so far and Danny and I have visited a lot of chapters 

and made a lot of new friends. We have had a lot of fun and will continue to do so, with our friends and GWRRA 

family.  

September will be a very busy month so check out the calendar; we have the district rally, Tall ships in Dana Point, 

Staff Meeting, CA2K Frog Rally, and Dinner Social at Original Joes (Italian restaurant), CA1Z Rally, and Bike 

Night. Oh what a busy month we have to look forward to.  Then watch out here come the holidays, are you ready? 

Well I will be the first to admit that Iôm not and had not even thought about it until this article. Five months and we 

will be knocking on the door for 2011 a new year and lots of new rides, were so excited! 

Letôs Wing It 

Danny and Ginger (COY) 



TCLOC ñ  Steve Mason, Chapter Educator 

T --- TIRES & WHEELS 

Front Rear Tire  Condition - Tread depth, wear, weathering, evenly seated, bulges, embedded objects. 

Air Pressure - Check when cold, adjust to load/speed  

Front Rear Wheels / Spokes - Bent, broken, missing, tension, check at top of wheel "ring" OK -- "thud", loose spoke 

Front Rear Cast - Cracks, dents  

Front Rear Rims - Out of round/true = 5 mm. Spin wheel, index against stationary pointer.  

Front Rear Bearings - Grab top and bottom of tire and flex: No free play (click) between hub and axle, no growl when spinning. 

Front Rear Seals - Cracked, cut or torn, excessive grease on outside, reddish-brown around outside. 

C --- CONTROLS 

Front Rear Levers (Condition) - Broken, bent, cracked, mounts tight, ball ends on handlebar lever. 

Pivots - Lubricated 

Cable Condition - Fraying, kinks, lubrication: ends and length. 

Cable Routing - No interference or pulling at steering head, suspension, no sharp angles, wire looms in place. 

Hose Condition - Cuts, cracks, leaks, bulges, chaffing, and deterioration. 

Hose Routing - No interference or pulling at steering head, suspension, no sharp angles, wire looms in place. 

Throttle Operation  - Moves freely, snaps closed, no revving. 

L --- LIGHTS 

Battery Condition  - Terminals clean and tight, electrolyte level, held down securely. 

Vent Tube - Not kinked, routed properly, not plugged. 

Lens Condition - Cracked, broken secure, mounted, excessive condensation 

Reflector Condition - Cracked, broken securely mounted. 

Wiring Condition  - Fraying, chaffing, insulation. 

Wire Routing - Pinched, no interference or pulling at steering head or suspension, wire looms and ties in place, connectors tight, 

clean. 

Headlamp Condition - Cracks, reflector, mounting and adjustment system.  Aim height and right/left position. 

O --- OIL 

Levels 

Engine Oil - Check warm on center stand, dipstick, and sight glass. 

Hypoid Gear Oil - Transmission, rear drive, shaft. 

Hydraulic Fluid  - Brakes, clutch, reservoir or sight glass. 

Coolant - Reservoir and/or coolant recovery tank ï check when cool only. 

Fuel Tank or gauge - Leaks 

Engine Oil - Gaskets, housings, seals. 

Hypoid Gear Oil - Gaskets, seals, breathers. 

Hydraulic Fluid  - Hoses, master cylinders, calipers. 

Coolant - Radiators, hoses, tanks, fittings, pipes. 

Fuel - Lines, fuel taps, carbs. 

C --- CHASSIS 

Frame Condition - Cracks at gussets, accessory mounts, look for paint lifting. 

Steering Head Bearings - No detente or tight spots thru full travel, raise front. Wheel check for play by pulling/pushing forks. 

Swing Arm Bushings / Bearings - Raise rear wheel, check for play by pushing/pulling swing arm. 

Suspension Forks - Smooth travel, equal air pressure/damping anti-dive settings.  

Left Right Shock(s) - Smooth travel, equal pre-load/air pressure/ damper settings, linkage moves freely and is lubricated. 

Left Right Chain or Belt Tension - Check at tightest point. 

Lubrication  - Side plates when hot. 

Sprockets - Teeth not hooked, securely mounted. 

Fasteners ï Threaded tight, no missing bolts or nuts. 

Clips - Broken, missing. 

Cotter Pins - Broken, missing. 

S --- SIDESTAND 

Center-stand Condition - Cracks, bent.  Retention Springs in place, tension to hold position. 

Side stand Condition - Cracks, bent. (Safety cut-out switch or pad if equipped).  Retention Springs in place, tension to hold po-

sition. 

Courtesy of GWRRA Motorcycle T_CLOCS Inspection; Version 3.09 March 2009 
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Vacation Time -  John and Linda Boman, Chapter ACDõs 

As some of you know, Linda and I went to Lake Tahoe for our vacation during July.  What an awesome place to visit.  

The weather was perfect, the food was superb, and the scenery, just breathtaking.  On our way home, we stayed in 

Morro Bay for the weekend.  The drive down the coast line will drive a photographer crazy with all the great shots.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That leads me to my main point.  Overnighters on our bikes!  See the pics above? Some of the many groups we saw 

on the road.  We must have counted several hundred bikes on the road.  Most of them were in groups, either enjoying 

the weekend or away on an extended trip.  Although it is more convenient to go away in a car or SUV, the views you 

get while on a bike canôt be beat.  As I mentioned above about the beautiful coast line, we could have enjoyed a better 

and richer experience if we were on our Trike.  Ralph and Tina are doing an awesome job putting together over-

nighters.  We hope to enjoy more of them in the months to come.  Please make a point to check for the upcoming 

overnighters and sign up.  A guaranteed fun time for all!   By the way donôt worry about all that dirty laundry that 

may stack up on the trip, just add a Bounce Dryer sheet to your dirty clothes bag and you will have a refreshed smell 

that will keep your group together.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John and Linda Boman 

ACDôs Chapter Z 
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DD Review ñ  Bill & Rene Johnson, GWRRAðCalifornia District Directors  

    Greetings everyone, its nice to be back home after our voyage to Wing Ding & beyond. As most of you know, Rene & I em-

barked on a one month, 5,000 mile hiatus to Iowa to enjoy all the festivities Wing Ding 32 had to offer as well as other distrac-

tions we found along the way.  

 

     Many of you tracked our voyage on our SPOT Global Tracking system, and we enjoyed the e-mail chat as we traveled. Any-

way, we started out on June 16th heading for Reneôs family reunion in Priest River, Idaho but only made it about 150 miles when 

my alternator died on my GL 1800. Yes, alternators on 1800ôs die too, or so I found out. Anyway, thank goodness we have the 

GWRRA Tow Buster service, they sent out a flat bed truck and picked up my Wing (NAPATOY) & trailer (TAILGUN) and 

hauled me to the closest Honda repair shop in Redding. Unfortunately, the shop didnôt have a replacement in stock, so I had to 

leave the bike there for a few days until they got a new one in and completed the fix.  

 

     So we rented a car in Redding and continued our trip to Idaho to attend the reunion.  I  returned to Redding a few days later to 

retrieve NAPATOY and TAILGUN which were all polished up and ready to ride. I left the shop at around 9:00 AM and pulled 

into Priest River 12 hours later completing my longest ride to date in one day ï 730 miles. By the way, Rene didnôt accompany 

me on that leg of the leg of the trip, she stayed in Idaho visiting her family while I enjoyed the beautiful back country of Oregon.  

     We left Idaho on June 25th heading for Des Moines, and arrived on June 28th.  I was almost sorry to finish that leg of the ride 

end, the weather had been perfect (between 72 & 82 deg), and how can you beat a ride through Montana & Wyoming on a Gold-

wing.  

 

     Wing Ding was typical this year with what seemed like hundreds of vendors, and thousands of GWRRA members (8,200 to be 

more specific) gathered in one mid-western town. The hi-light for us was to be able to watch a few of our own show the rest of 

the country how to ride. As you are probably already aware, Jerry Cowen (CA-1M / Assistant District Educator) earned the Gold-

wing 1500 1up (Expert) award again this year, and then Lois climbed on board to help win the 2up (Experienced) FIRST PLACE 

TOP-GUN honors. If you have ever seen Jerry spin that 1500 of his, you know Lois must be one brave woman. OH yea, before I 

forget, Jerry also secured a place in history with one other ñWinò. He was also honored with the highly coveted ñCone Killerò 

award for knocking over the most cones while competing. Donôt let that fool you, he knocked them over with his antennas ï try 

to top that. 

 

      Not to be out-done, Val Tait (also CA-1M) on his Black-Cherry GL-1800 earned his first ever 1up (Experienced) FIRST 

PLACE TOP-GUN trophy, then proceeded to have his bride (Barb) climb onboard and help win SECOND PLACE in the 2up 

TOP-GUN (Experienced) competition! You have no idea how proud we are that they ride for the best state in the country.  

     On a related note, here is my plug to get you all to send in your District Rally reservations. I am honored to announce that 

Jerry Cowan and the ñGold Anglesò will be performing at our District Rally in Mammoth this year, so be sure to come out and 

watch them in action.  

 

     Back to our trip, we finished our route by staying a couple days with some of Reneôs cousinôs (Bob & Pat Morrison ï Mon-

trose, IA) where ñSheriffò Nick Riolo & I were honored to be official awarded the title of ñCannoneerôsò. You see, Cousin Bob is 

a collector of 1800ôs vintage Howitzersô & Mortars, so he allowed us to play ñBigò on the 4th of July. (we just have to keep those 

1800ôs in the family).  

 

     We finished our ride home via Ouray, CO where we spent a couple days with some friends I used to work with back in my 

Long Beach Naval Shipyard days. We then made our way through Tonopah, NV and over the Sonora Pass to home ñjust because 

we have never gone that way beforeò. Again, beautiful country, and great weather.  

 

     All & all, the trip was perfect in every way (except that alternator thing). Great country, great friends, wonderful family, and 

bragging rights for California. How can you top that??? 

 

     So I guess the next time you will hear from us will be up n Mammoth. When Rene & I were con-

sidering stepping up as DDôs, the overwhelming majority of you begged us to find a new location to 

hold the District Rally. Well, we hope Mammoth fits the bill, they are sure going out of their way to 

show us a good time, now its up to for you to keep your end of the bargain and help us ñParty on the 

Mountainò.   

Bill & Rene Johnson 

GWRRA-California District Directors 
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ñFrom Your Sunshine Ladyò 

 

I need your help to know when someone from chapter ñZò needs some 

ñsunshineò. If you know of someone that isnôt feeling well or has had surgery or 

any other reason that they could use a little extra ñsunshineò please give me a call 

or email me at: 

suzyh08@msn.com or 951.699.5341 

 

With your help we can all create just a little more ñsunshineò for those who are in need. Thanks in 

advance for letting me know if you know someone who is in need.  Suzy Sunshine 

 

Keep in your prayers  

(updates available at Gathering) 

Lee Hoeynck 

Bob McNally 

Larry Benoit  

Barb Dory 

Danny Merritt  

A Word from the Herd  

CA-2Kð Synchronized SoakingðFairfieldðAugust 7, 2010.  

District RallyðMammoth, CAð September 3 to 5, 2010. Mammoth Lakes 

CA2-NðFrog EventðLong BarnðSeptember 17 to 19 2010.  

CA1-ZðZ-VentðSeptember 25, 2020. Temecula, CA 

CA-CðHarvest RunðOctober 2, 2010ðSacremento, CA 

 

GWRRA WEBSITES  
CA1-Z Website/Activity Calendar     www.gwrra-ca1z.org 

California District       www.gwrra-ca.org 

Southwest Region       www.gwrra-regionl.org 

National        www.gwrra.org 

 

 

 



 

 
July 17thñTour CommitteeñJerry and Sally Ritschel 

 Remember the weekend last month when it was hotter than é. ? Thatôs the weekend (July 17th) that a group of us went on an 

over-nighter to investigate The 23rd Annual Santa Barbara French Festival held in Santa Barbaraôs Oak Park. Arrivals from CA1-

Z at the park that Saturday morning were Tom Nichols, Steve and Sam Kittinger, Ralph & Tina, Pat & Donna, and Jerry & Sally. 

Hereôs a sampling of what you missed. 

 

Sally at play   Ralph licking his chops as the smell   Donna directing Pat the way to the 

   of the fairôs food wafts in the air.      Bratwurst/Sauerkraut hut and the 

        chocolate crepes hut. 

 

After spending the better part of the day at the festival taking in all the food, sights and sounds we all headed to our respective 

hotels in order to check in for the evening. At 6PM we met at the Moqueca Brazilian Cuisine at Oxnardôs harbor where we were 

joined by Marty and Linda Wagman, past long time members of Z. 

 

     

     
The food was greaté  

Sunday morning we left the hotel and headed to Mrs. Olsonôs Caf® down near the beach. We get about 3 blocks from the hotel 

when Pat comes onto the CB, ñI think I left my glasses on the hotelôs night-stand. Iôll turn around and get them. Donna and I will 

be right back.ò Ralphôs reply, ñThe group will wait right here on the side of the road for youé not to worry.ò In our rear view 

mirror we see Pat about a block away make a U-turn and head back in the direction of the group. Pat comes across the CB, ñHey, 

guess what? I found my glassesé theyôre not at the hotelé theyôre on my face.ò 
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